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Let's go to Bethlehem
By Peter Milsom

Christmas is a special time of the year. The preparations begin weeks before. There is
a long list of things to be done; cards and presents to be bought, decorations and
Christmas trees to be put up, school concerts and carol services, food to be bought
and cooked, time with the family and, for parents with young children, an early start on
Christmas Day! It's no wonder we can feel very tired. But after it’s over what remains?
When the food has been eaten, the family has gone home and the decorations have
been taken down, what stays with us as life returns to normal?

Christmas is about Jesus. The person who is at the very centre of Christmas is the
One who remains with us through all the experiences of life. He's the One who can
make a real difference to our lives. When Jesus was born in Bethlehem
an angel announced his birth to shepherds who were keeping watch
over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But
the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that
will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a
Saviour has been born to you; he is Christ, the Lord. This will be a
sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a
manger." Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared
with the angel, praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest
heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests."

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, "Let's go to Bethlehem and
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us
about." So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and
the baby, who was lying in the manger. When they had seen
him, the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for
all the things they had heard and seen.

Like the shepherds why not "go to Bethlehem and see this
thing that has happened." The birth of Jesus is indeed good news and
brings great joy to all who receive him as Saviour. He is the Prince of
Peace. Through him we are reconciled to God, and to each other, and
know a deep and lasting peace in our hearts.

Sunday 17th December
Advent Services 10am & 6pm

Thursday 21st December
Community Carol Service 6pm

Followed by refreshments

Sunday 24th December
Christmas Eve Services 10am & 6pm

Monday 25th December
Christmas Day Service 10am

at Hebron!

Perhaps you look forward to the
Christmas season. Maybe, it brings a
bit of stress. In all the busyness of
this time of year, join us to consider
the true meaning of Christmas. We
have a number of services - why not
join us for one?
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During the October half-term, the
pastor and some of the young
people from Hebron enjoyed a
week away in Bala, North Wales,
staying in the Bryn-y-groes Centre.
There was plenty of fun, including
canoeing, evening bonfires and
plenty of silly games.

goodnewsautumncamp.co.uk

Our regular meetings for young
people are on Wednesdays at
6.15pm in school term-time. We
have groups for ages 4 to 16.

You might have missed…
During October and November, we had a
series of meetings called Seeking to See. Over
six weeks, we explained the big message of
the Bible. If you weren't there, you can listen
or read online. Have a look at our web site.

In October, we had our Harvest Family
Service. All donated food items were given
to the Merthyr Cynon Foodbank.

As the New Year arrives, we
hope you find our calendar
useful.

The calendar features scenes
from around Merthyr. If you did
not receive a calendar with this
newsletter, or would like
additional free copies to give to
family and friends, please visit or contact us.

You are welcome to join us for our New Year
services:

HebronDowlais

 - New

Year's Eve Services 10am & 6pm

(Rev. Steve Darby)

 - New

Year's Day Service 6pm

(Rev. Dan Peters)


